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Art Unit: 3635 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species of the claimed invention: 
Species I - Figures 1-5 
Species II - Figures 6-1 1 . 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, claims 1,14, and 17 are generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
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showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

During a telephone conversation with Mr Gribock on January 31, 2006 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of species II, 
claims 1-17. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this 
Office action. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-2, 4-5, and 7-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Donlin et al. (69550199). 

In regards to claim 1 : A siding panel for facing a structural surface substantially 
defining a plane, wherein: a plurality of such panels are mountable on the structural 
surface parallel to one another along a direction of elongation, in lapped courses 
(Figures 1 and 1A); at least certain of the building panels comprise butt joint structures 
joining said certain building panels with other such panels end to end in the direction of 
elongation (Figure 8A; Col. 4, line 64), and wherein the panels have first and second 
ends of which the first end of one of the panels mates with the second end of another of 
the panels (Figures 2, 3, and 8A); wherein the complementary joint structures comprise 
at least one of edges (Figure 3, elements 50 and 54) and slots (Figure 7, elements 51a 
and 55a) by which the first and second ends are engageable by end to end insertion in 
the direction of elongation (Col. 6, lines 31-36); and, wherein the panels and said edges 
and slots are structured to enable the first and second ends to be engaged by relative 
movement in a direction perpendicular to the direction of elongation (Col. 6, lines 25- 
30). 

In regards to claim 2: The siding panel of claim 1, wherein said at least one of 
the edges and slots are formed by substantially parallel web portions spaced from the 
plane of the structural surface (Figure 7, elements 20 a,b,c; and Col. 5, lines 4-23), 
alternatively fittable into one another along the direction of elongation, and along a 
direction perpendicular to the direction of elongation and parallel to the plane of the 
surface (Col. 6, lines 25-36). 
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In regards to claim 4: The siding panel of claim 1 , wherein each of the panels 
forms a sawtooth in cross section (Figure 3), with at least an upper and a lower sloping 
flat part being integrally joined at a step (Figure 3, element 16) along a lower edge of 
the upper sloping flat part, the panel thereby forming at least two courses of said sloping 
flat parts (Figures 2 and 3). 

In regards to claim 5: The siding panel of claim 4, wherein at least one of the first 
and second ends has two parallel web portions (Figure 7, elements 20a and 20b) 
spaced apart in a direction normal to the plane of the structural surface, the two parallel 
web portions being spaced by substantially a thickness of an edge of the other of the at 
least one of the first and second ends, received between the two parallel web portions 
for joining the panels end to end. 

In regards to claim 7: The siding panel of claim 4, wherein the butt joint structure 
comprises at least one tab spaced from a back side (Figure 3, elements 50 and 54) 
surface of one of the first and second ends by a distance substantially equal to a 
thickness of the other of the first and second ends that fits between the tab and the back 
side surface in an end-wise overlap of the first and second ends (Figure 8B). 

In regards to claim 8: The siding panel of claim 7, wherein the tab is placed 
adjacent to the step at the lower edge of the upper sloping flat part (Figures 8 A and B). 

In regards to claim 9: The siding panel of claim 7, wherein the step at the lower 
edge of the upper sloping flat part at one of the first and second ends is cut away 
(Figure 7, element 51a) from an edge of the panel by a clearance distance permitting an 
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engaging part of the other of the first and second ends to pass between the upper and 
lower sloping flat parts (Figures 8 A and B). 

In regards to claim 10: The siding panel of claim 9, wherein the engaging part is 
a tab raised from the back side surface (Figure 8A, element 51). 

In regards to claim 11: The siding panel of claim 10, further comprising at least 
one additional tab (element 54) raised from the back side surface of at least one of the 
upper and lower sloping flat parts and wherein a corresponding edge at an other of the 
upper and lower sloping flat parts is cut away from the edge to form a passage for the 
additional tab (element 55a). 

In regards to claim 12: The siding panel of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the 
edges and the slots is tapered in an insertion direction (Col. 5, line 7). 

In regards to claim 13: The siding panel of claim 12, wherein at least one of the 
edges and the slots is shaped to form a frictional restriction that engages without a 
specific detent position (Figure 8A, element 20c). 

In regards to claim 14: A siding panel comprising: a panel body structured for 
mounting in horizontally elongated courses having a vertical overlap at which a lower 
edge of an upper panel overlies an upper edge of a lower panel (Figure 4; Col. 3, lines 
51-53); at least one upwardly opening hook adjacent to the lower edge of the upper 
panel (element 31); at least one downwardly opening hook adjacent to the upper edge 
of the lower panel (element 28); wherein the upwardly opening hook and the 
downwardly opening hook engage with a frictional interference fit (the panel taught by 
Donlin has hooks capable of engage with a frictional interference). 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,479 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3635 

In regards to claim 15: The siding panel of claim 14, wherein the frictional 
interference fit is sufficient to support the upper panel temporarily during installation, by 
engagement of the upwardly and downwardly opening hooks (the panel of Donlin et al. 
is capable of being temporarily supported by the frictional interference by engagement 
of the hooks). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Donlin et 
al. (6955019) in view of Nasi (6301856). 

In regards to claim 16: Donlin et al teaches the siding panel of claim 14, wherein 
at least one of said upwardly and downwardly opening hooks comprises a flange 
(element 28 or 31) spaced from a plane of the panel body, but does not teach that the 
flange is at least partly flared in a direction away from the plane of the panel body. Nasi 
teaches a siding panel having a flange (700) that is slightly flared and wherein the 
flange is at least partly flared in a direction away from the plane of the panel body 
(Figure 1 3), thereby providing a lead-in for engagement of said hooks. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify the structure as taught by Donlin et al. to have a flange portion that is slightly 
flared as taught by Nasi as the flare provides a starting point for insertion. 

Claims 17, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Donlin et al. (6955019). 

In regards to claim 17: A method for joining abutting ends of panels covering a 
surface in courses, comprising: providing a panel structure having a sawtooth cross 
section with at least two sloping parts (Figures 1 and 1 A) joined by a step (element 16) 
at a lower edge of an upper one of the sloping parts, and complementary joint structures 
facing in opposite directions along an elongation of the panels, whereof a first end of 
one such panel joins to a second end of another such panel (Figures 8A and 8B); 
providing a tab (Figure 3, element 50) raised from a back side surface of one of the first 
and second end, placed to capture an edge of the other of the first and second end 
between the tab and the back side surface, at a position above the step on said other of 
the first and second end; providing an opening clearance in the step at the lower edge 
of the upper one of the sloping parts; and, passing the tab through the opening 
clearance in the step when affixing the complementary joint structures. Donlin et al. and 
the applicants invention are procedural equivalents in that a tab is inserted into a slot to 
interlock two panels and it makes no difference if the interlock is above the step, 
therefore the claim limitations are met. 

In regards to claim 19: The method of claim 17, comprising providing the 
additional tab on each of the upper and lower sloping surfaces. It would be obvious to 
add additional tabs as it will further increase the strength of the connection. 
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In regards to claim 20: The method of claim 17, further comprising engaging one 
of said panels during installation, by a frictional engagement with an installed second 
one of said panels, at least at one of a butt joint and an overlap joint, and temporarily 
holding said one of the panels. Donlin et al. teaches tow panels with a butt joint 
(Figures 8a and 8B) at the ends of elongation and an overlap joint (Figure 4). 

In regards to claim 21: The method of claim 20, wherein said frictional 
engagement is made over a span of insertion depth of said one of the butt joint and the 
overlap joint, without defining a temperature dependent position. The frictional 
engagement of Donlin et al. is made over a span of insertion depth of the butt joint and 
overlap joint, therefore the claim limitations are met. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims and 3, 6, and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica Laux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30am to 
4:00pm (est). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on 571-272-6842. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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